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able right to declare war when it so desires ; and therefore
it is possible for every State to cancel its treaties. The
progress of history is bound up with this continual modifica-
tion of treaties ; every State must see to it that its treaties
retain their vital energy and do not become out of date; or
else it will be forcibly awakened to the fact by a declaration
of war from another Power. For treaties which have out-
lived their purpose must be discarded; and new treaties
corresponding to the new conditions must take their place.
" Hence it is evident that the limitations which inter-
national treaties impose upon the free exercise of the will of
a nation are not absolute limitations, but voluntary and
self-imposed limitations. From this it follows directly that
the establishment of an international court of arbitration
as a permanent institution is incompatible with the nature
of the State; at the most the State could only submit to
such a court of arbitration in questions of secondary or
tertiary importance. In questions of supreme and vital
importance there can be no unbiassed alien power. If,
for instance, we were foolish enough to treat the Alsatian
problem as an open question, and to submit it to an arbitrator,
does any one seriously imagine that such an arbitrator
could be entirely without bias ? Besides, it is a matter of
honour for a State to settle such a question for itself. Thus
a final international tribunal is an impossibility. Inter-
national treaties may become more frequent, but to the end
of time the right of arms will endure, and therein lies the
sacredness of war/'1

Obviously this account of treaties contains a truth which
is too often overlooked. A State cannot be expected to
remain bound by a treaty which has become, by the lapse
of time, injurious to its vital interests. But Treitschke's
disciples have used his doctrine, that treaties hold good only
rebus sic stantibus, in a sense which he does not seem to have
intended. There is nothing to show that he recommended

1 Politik, i. pp. 37-9.